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No. 17. Vol. 1. Saturpay, Marcn 23rp, 1844. 
TO Mr. ALDERMAN COPELAND, M. P. | have so ¢ruelly and thoughtlessly discharged from their 
Srr,—From occurrences which have lately trans- | employ the innocent unoffending men before alluded 
pired at the Works of which you are the leading | to. Sir, there is something so vindictively cruel in 
Partner, I am induced to address the following epistle | this attempt fo s/arve men into a prescribed mode of 
to you, not with the intention of causelessly injuring | thinking, that every intelligent mind must feel shocked 
one feeling of your intelligent mind, but with the ob- | ®Md grieved at it; and it is my sincere hope, as it is 
ject, if possible; of calling your attention to those acts | ™Y conscientious belief, that you are entirely ignorant 
of petty tyranny of which, it is my sincere opinion, | of the whole of this bigoted proceeding. 

you are entirely ignorant, but which, nevertheless, It is a melancholy fact that, with all our boasted 
have been inflicted on unoffending men, at the works liberality of institutions; the principle of persecution 











of which you are the ostensible head. still exists. The /aws of our country may guarantee 

I feel, Sir, a a working Potter; that the late dis- liberty of private judgment, but the actions of those 
play of official. powet at your manufactory is a bigoted | who have power in the social and manufacturing con- 
attempt to coetce, not only the minds of the Operatives | dition of the people, display the greatest intolerance. 
under your own immediate employ, but, by its example, | We preach about the liberty of conscience,—we pride 
the minds of the whole of the class who are, in any way, ourselves in the free exercise, and expression of our 
connected with the production of the staple manufac. | thoughts, when, at the same time, we are enslaving, 
ture of this neighbourhood. It is a display that would | to the uttermost, the intellects of those who differ with 
go far to induce thoughtless and tyrannical men to | Us, and putting a chain upon what ought to be un- 
follow the example thus given, and to attempt the | fettered opinice. How deeply do the poor suffer by 
subversion of all independent thought and action in | this legalized — of mind. To thein liberty of 
the minds and conduct of those who tay have the speech ie a nofientity. If they think, and their thoughts 
tnisfortune to be placed under their employ. Let me be opposed to the entertained notions of those who 
hope then, from the elevated station you oceupy in | have power over them, they must stifle those thoughts, 
society,from the honourable position you fill as one | °F Starve: They must think as they are told to think, 
of the Lawgivers of this free (?) and enlightened country, | and speak as they are told to speak, or they must 


that you will speedily enter into an investigation of camiiiaien aye Pa nage oi the living 


those painful circumstances, the rumours of which 

’ 0 whic go “ i i S 
far (and perhaps unjustly) to injure your character as , _ ee ee an cap 
é manuiilemer del de statesmen. without one independent thought or action to denote the 


F . . difference between sentiment, sympathy, heart, soul and 

h The acts, Sir, to which I allude, are those by which | mind, and the wheels, cogs, springs, "end pullies of 
onest and industrious men have been discharged from | aegq machines. WEALTH they must create; and to 
pesca _ the vague suspicion of entertaining | it, they axe sacrificed. It is the altar at which all the 
ona r ccordance with, or having assisted in the | sympathies of their hearts, all the movements of their 
N .. ‘ » asmall communication inserted in the 12th | minds are immolated. Théy must move for wealth; 
No. i ‘ ’ 4 ® 
7 0 the Examiner, and signed “ A Fiat. they must think for wealth;. they must speek for 
t is not with the trath or falsehood of the state- | wealth; they must live for wealth; they must die for 
re contained in that communication with which I | wealth! Alas, what a picture of beings, “ infinite in 
ave here to do, although the fact therein contained, | faculty” is here! and yet how true! Should an in- 
remains, at present, unrefuted, but with the spirit,—I | dependent thought struggle into existence through the 
rhe say the persecuting spirit,—which have charac- | crushed hopes and fears of a working man’s mind 
ered the conduct of those who, I am sorry to state, | and should the dictates of a noble heart, heedless of 
~~ (Bate, Printer, Shelton.) consequences, give speech to that thought, direful are 
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often the results. Employment is denied to him; he 
becomes the mark for the direction of bigots’ spleen, 
and persecution hounds him through society. No matter 
how numerous his family, how moral his conduct, or 
how charitable his mind; it is enough that his opin- 
tons are different to his persecutors: he must therefore 
be starved into a change of sentiment ;—he must see 
his home made desolate, his children in rags, and 
himself in want ;—he must feel the gnawing of an 
empty stomach;—he must hear his children cry for 
bread;—he must see in prospective, h-arts divided, 
and lives destroyed by the hideous poor-laws, to 
convince him of an error of judgment. What reason 
cannot accomplish, starvation must; and thus tragedies 
of the darkest character are perpetrated in the heart 
of a christian country; and the enactors of these 
fearful dramas are looked upon as the respectable and 
honourable of society. Ob, they are cold blooded 
men with hearts as hard as the gold they covet! 
To them sympathy is a blank, aud difference of 
opinion the worst of all possible crimes. They feel, 
or pretend to feel, for those only who think as they 
think, and speak as they speak. With all others they 
are the stony personifications of craft and cruelty ; 
yea, and of folly too; for the object they wish to 
accomplish is lost in the cruelty of the means em- 
ployed. If mental conviction be the object desired, 
will the infliction of physical suffering remove an 
error of judgment? alas, no; bat hypocrisy will take 
the place of honest opinion, and working men will 
become strangers to truth ;—disguisers of their real 
thonyht and feelings. A smouldering feeling of dis- 
gust is created, and this under the hypocritical exterior 
of pas<ive content. ‘Thus public opinion is disguised, 
and that which should be the true index, of the 
popular mind, is turned into a fearful mask, below 
which lie rankling the crushed feelings of discontent- 
ed hearts. Let the persecutors for opinion sake be- 
ware of the mine they are springing beneath their 
their own feet. Let them calmly consider that 
hypocrisy is not conviction, and that the poor may 
be more discontented than they scem to be. They 
know not the thoughts of the poor; they know not 
the feelings of the poor; they see only a surface 
vision, that mocks at reality, and laughs at their 
scrutiny. Below lies that which is felt, and that 
which is thought, and which only requires the breath 
of civil discord to fan into a blaze. Let them, 
then, I repeat, beware of the evil they are creating, 
and retrace their steps in time, for persecutjem™is not 
conviction, neither is cruelty the way to honesty. 
me also beg of you, Sir, to investigate the matter 
which in this letter has been laid before you. Con- 


sider, that it is possible for those in whom you have 
placed power, to abuse that power, and that your 
character may suffer disparagement from the faults 
and failings of others. The object of the rich should 
be to secure the love of the poor, for on that love de- 


Let 
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pends their own security. It has been beautifully 
remarked, that “‘there is more real happiness in 
drying up a single tear than in sheding seas of 
blood,” or, I may add, im sfarving miillions of men. 
Let this principle be applied to the poor, and it will 
produce more heartfelt pleasure than all the gold in 
the universe could otherwise purchase. The only 
true way to obtain happiness is by making others 
happy. This is the real philosopher's stone of all 
human conduct ;the pearl of great price of pure and 
undefiled christianity ;—would, to God, it were more 
generally practiced. 
MENTOR. 





PAROCHIAL GOVERNMENT. 
ELECTION OF GUARDIANS, 


ENLISTMENT OF PAUPER CHILD@EN FOR THE ARMY. 

The public may not, perhaps, be generally aware that a practice 
has grown up of late years, of supplying the army with little boys 
for drummers, selected from the healthiest inmates of the union 
workhouses round about the great military garrison at Chatham. 
Facts of a painful nature, relating to this subject, having been 
brought under the notice of the writer, it appeared to be a duty to 
prosecute certain enquiries into the circumstances and extent of the 
practice, from which it appears— 

That the following eight unions have all furnished boys for the 
army, namely, Chelmsford, Cranbrook, Dartford, East Ashford, 
Hollingbourne, Medway, Maidstone, and North Aylesford, com- 
prising in all 143 parishes. To these may be added the large metro- 
politan parish of St. Mary-le-Bone, and the “establishment” for 
pauper children at Brixton. Other unions have also been applied 
to for boys. and the particulars, more or less minute, of upwards of 
seventy cases have been collected. 

It appears also; That, in twenty cases, boys have been disposed 
of before they have attained “the prescribed age of fourteen years,”’ 
one of them indeed having been sworn when under ELEVEN AND 
A QUARTER years old! (It is melanchely to reflect on the large 
amount of false swearing that is involved in this feature of the case.) 
That the oath thus taken is considered to bind them to the military 
service FOR L1FB, thus depriving them of the opportunity of choosing 
a profession on attaining the age of twenty-one,* a protection which 
the legislature carefully secures to the apprentices of any ordinary 
calling, recognising therein two very important considerations: first, 
the incompetency of a child to decide on what shall be his employ- 
ment through life; and secondly, his natural right to choose a trade 
for himself on arriving at manhood. That on attaining the age of 
about eighteen they are trained in the dehumanizing act of admin- 
istering the military cat, a punishment at which the public mind 
revolts; and many of them are quickly sent to distant parts of the 
world. 

That the parochial funds have, in some instances, been employed 
in effecting these arangements. 

The above is an outing of the practice. The following are the 
heads of two individual cases, showing how the system affects the 
fate of the children, and the feelings of near relations. They are 
taken as being the first two cases which came under notice of the 
writer, and which led to subsequent enquiry. 





*Note.—The “attestation” or bond contains no allusion to a term 
of years, but on the contrary, is in the form prescribed by the Sta- 
tute, for cases of ‘‘ UNLIMITED SERVICE,” and bears the words 
on the head-line in Roman capitals. The Naval and Military Ga- 
zette, No. 577, says, “ALL ENLISTMENT IN OUR ARMY HAS 
FOR MANY YEARS PAST BEEN UNLIMITED; BoYs ARE NOT 
ENLISTED FOR LIMITED SERVICE.” 
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Case lst. James Potter, an orphan inmate of the North Ayles- 
ford Union, was enlisted in the summer of 1842, in the 3rd Buffs, 
as having attained the “‘prescribed age of 14 years,” required by 
the horse guards, but appearing by the register of baptism, as well 
as by the union register, as under that age. The relations state, 
that they were not consulted in the matter, that they knew nothing 
of the proceeding until it was completed, that they are much dis- 
satisfied therewith, and were in fact concerting measures for plac- 
ing him out in some situation on attaining a proper age. In a 
memorial to the commander-in-chief, for his restoration to his fa- 
mily, embodying the above allegations, they ask for the discharge 
of the youth, stating it also to be his wish to be released. The re- 
ply authorizes his discharge on payment of £20, and on no other 
condition. Application was made to the guardians of the union, 
who reply that they can render no assistance in the case ; and the 
boy consequently remajns in the military service. 

Case 2. John Mitchel, an orphan inmate of the Dartford Union, 
was removed to the pauper school at Brixton, andin the spring of 
1843, was enlisted in the 25th regiment, being then, as appears by 
the register of babtisms, under twelve and a half years old. After 
being in Chatham a few months, he was seen by the writer, crying 
bitterly, on Rochester bridge, and then made known to him his case. 
In less than a week from that time he was observed by the same 
person, marching with five other little boys, with a draft on their 
way to Cannanore in the East Indies. His step-father, who knew 
nothing of the enlistment until completed, applied to the comman- 
der-in-chief for his restoration to his family, alledging his tender 
age, &c. kc. ‘The reply contains a copy of the schoolmaster’s cer- 
tificate declaring him to have “ attained the prescribed age of 14,” 
and states that the request cannot be complied with, except on cer- 
tain conditions, one of which is the payment of rorty ProuNDs. 
On application to the guardians of Dartford Union, no explanation 
can be given as to certificate of age ; but, on the contrary, a refer- 
ence to one of their books proves that the lad had nor attained the 
age declared. No redress, however, could be obtained from 
them, the child must remain in India, an exile from his family 

Here then we see two powerful bodies ; the military authorities, 
and the executive of the poor law, taking advantage of the helpless- 
ness and ignorance ofan orphan child, who has, as yet, scarcely 
looked abroad into the world, who is impatient of the restraints of 
a poor-law union, and dazzled with the tinsel prospect of a soldier's 
life ; and thus becomes the willing victim of the bargain which 
binds him for the term of his natural life. And we ask, is it the 
intention of the legislature or of the public, that our unions and 
workhouses should be made wholesale recruiting establishments for 
the arm, and their operations be carried on at the expense of the 
ratepayers ? Freperic WHEELER. 


ONE OF THE LAST ACTS OF OUR RESPECTED GUARDIANS. 
“TASK OF WORK, 
STOKE-UPON-TRENT PARISH. 

Norice.—Ordered by the Board of Guardians of the 
Parish of Stoke-upon-'T'rent, at a meeting of the Board 
this 17th of February, 1844,—that the Master of the 
workhouse of Stoke-upon-Trent Parish do set every 
adult person, not suffering under any temporary, or per- 
manent infirmity of Body, being an occasional Poor 
Person, who shall be relieved in the said Workhouse, in 
return for the Food and Lodgings, afforded to such per- 
sons, to perform the following Task of Work ;—that is 
fo say, Breaking 3} feet of Stones, or Working at the 
Pump, or the Mill. Women to pick lb. of Oakwmn.--- 
Provided that no such person shall be detained ayainst 
his or her will fur the performance ofsuch Task of Work, 
for any time exceeding Four Hours, from the Hour of 
Breakfast in the morning next after admission. —— 











And provided, also, that such amount of work shall 
not be required from any Person to whose age, strength, 
and capacity, it shall appear not to be suited. 
THOMAS GRIFFIN, Jowr. 
Clerk to the Guardians. 

We, the Poor Law Commissioners, do consent to, and 
approve of the above order of the Board of Guardians of 
the Parish of Stoke-upon-Trent. Gzorce Nicnoxts. 

G. C. Lewis. 

Norice.---Any such person as above who shall, while 
in such Workhouse, refuse or neglect to perform such 
Task of Work suited to the age, strength, and capacity 
of such Person, will be deemed an IpLz and Disorpsary 
Person ; and be liab!e to be IMprisonzp in the House 
of Correction, with Hard Labour, for Ong CaLenpaR 
Montu.” 

THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
Marca 23rp, 1844. 

This is the day on which the voting papers for the 
Election of Guardians, for the parish of Stoke-vpon- 
Treut, will be called for, at the houses ofthe rate-payers. 
It is to be hoped, that each working Potter and every 
other operative in the parish, qualified to vote, have at- 
t ched their enitials to the names of those nominated 
gentlemen who, from their pusition in society, are best 
qualified to administered sustice, not charity, to the 
peor. 





Our last werk’s paper, it will be remembered, contained 
an advertisement of Class Singing, on Hullah’s System 
of Music Teaching, and also of a Grand .Evening Con- 
cert, to be given in the Pottery Mechanics’ Institution, 
by Messrs Cartwright aod Howson, assisted by upwards 
of fifty of their pupils, who will go through a variety of 
Anthems, Part Songs, Glees, Madrigals, &c. selected 
from the works of the most eminent composers. 

We take pleasure *Pcalling the attention of our rea- 
ders to this musical entertainment from the fact, that 
the leading parties, engaged in it, are men of sterling 
integrity, aud much musical ability; whose gratuitous 
services atmany of the festivals of the Friendly Societies 
of this neighbourhood, are well known, and, we doubt 
not, duly appreciated. It is, therefore, ouf sincere hope 
that on Monday Evening next, Messrs Cartwrigit and 
Howson will meet with thafrattention from the Potters 
and the public in general, Which their “conduct as meu 
and their ability as Music teachers so wuch demand, 
We heartily wish them “A Bumrsr !” 





We also beg leave to call the attention of our readers 
to the advertisement, which appeared in our paper some 
weeks back of Messrs Cartlidge and Son, Seedsmen and 
Ficrists, Northwood, Hauley, who are firm friends to 
the Potting Trade ; and who ought, consequently, to 
receive all the support which it is in our power to give. 
Thev attend the Hanley, and Longion Markets or 
Saturdays, and the Burslem and Tunstall on Mondays, 
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and, we believe, have as choice a collection of Shrubs, 
Florist Fiowers, &c. &c. for disposal as any in the same 
line of business in the neighbourhood. May they meet 
with success ! 





NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Received ; Dunant ; Hanitey; H. S. Stoke; A Por- 
rer, Stoke ; and K. Burslem. 

Mr. James. Nrixson wishes an error to be corrected, 
relative to the * Shoaling System,” Beswick’s Bank, Tuns- 
tall, and made by A Flat, in a former number of the Ex- 
aminer. He remarks “your correspondent states*the num- 
ber of Journeymen, Potiers to be 14, and of Appren- 
tices to be 27, whereas the number of Journeymen receiving 
Jonrnemen’s price, ts 15, and the number of apprentices 1s 
23, in the six branches of Potting, which are usually rec- 
honed the regular trade ; but, besides these there are 15 men 
in the other branches all Journeymen, with no Apprentice 
whatever, although, at a many places in the, Potteries there 
are Apprentices in these branches also.’ ( The remarks of 
our old friend A Flat were intended for what are consider- 
ed the six branches of Potting alone, and we think were 
not far from the truth. Indeed he mght have stated that 
there were also two Journeymen allowing fourpence in the 
shilling, on the same bank. Ed.) 

All communications to the Editor to he addressed 
** Examiner” Office, Piccadilly Shelton. 

Advertizing scale of ** The Potters’ Examiner ;” cir- 
culation 2000, Ten lines five shillings; every additional 
line fourpence. 





To the Editor of the \“‘ Potters’ Examiner.” 


Sir,—In looking over a No. of your useful and intel- 
ligent periodical, published Feb. 3rd, I find an epistle 
addressed to Mr. Peter Watkins, headed “What shall 
be done with the Unemployed” ? 

That heading, Sir, is, in my opinion, a question of 
paramount importance, for I consider that the interests 
of the operative Potters in generaitre connected with, 
and deeply involved in, that important subject. 

Well, then, the question is, ‘‘Whst shall be done 
with the unemplo, ed? To throw them adrift upon the 
wide world without a penny perhaps in their pockets, 
with nothing but a Bastile in view, and without 
a friend to assist them, would be very unchristianlike 
and cruel. 
them ? If they be to remain on the funds of the Union, 
in anticipation of trade becoming more plentiful, I am 
afraid they will be grievously disappointed. Who' can 
affirm with truth that trade will so far revive as to take 
upthe unemployed hands in the Potting Business. None! 
I think that every succeeding year must add to the 
number of the unemployed, and consequently to our 
distress, unless some strenuous exertions be immediate- 
ly made to remove this growing and terrible evil. Well! 
I repeat, ‘‘ what shall be done with the Unemployed ?” 
I would say at once, without further comment, carry 
into operation the plan, or the suggestion, laid down by 
Mentor; for it is my persuasion a better plan could 


Well, Sir, what must be done with, or for, | 
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not be adopted. To give my reasons for saying so, 
would take up too much space in your columns, but | 
may briefly state, that in my humble opinion Meotor's 
plan, if rightly understood, would call into existence 
the best feelings of our nature, and also into practical 
efficiency all the talent of our society. 

I have been anxiously waiting for some able commu- 
nications, from your leading correspondents, on this 
highly important and momentous subject. I hope the 
plan laid down has not breathed too much of a charitable 
spirit for them. What an emancipation would it be 
from the depths of degradation and misery in which we 
are now placed !_to be placed above the fear of want, 
and to have before us a continued prospect of an improv. 
ing condition ! Sir, I feel that the leading minds of the 
Potters’ Union will take up these matters,—aye and 
spiritedly too; in which great undertaking they shall 
have the sincere and he:rty good wishes of 
Yours respectfully, A PHILANTHROPIST. 

To the Editor of the ‘‘ Potters’ Examiner.” 

Sir,Being a subscriber to the Potters’ Examiner 
(alth ugh not now an operative potter) may I be allowed 
to express my sorrow that harsh epithets, such as 7y- 
rants, Slaves, §c. should so frequently be found in the 
pages of your little periodical. It is very probable that 
your correspondents do not mean to use harsh language, _— 
but, feeling strongly on the subject, unconsciously ex- 
press themselves hastily. Put them on their guard Mr. 
Editor, truth needs no fury! I never knew nor heard, 
that calling ill names ever did any good ; but on the con- 
trary, does it not bring into action the worst feelings 
of human nature, and steel the mind against convic- 
tion ?_Although the Masters are generally referred to 
as being Tyrants, I am not gut¢e sure whether or not more 
acts of oppression, amongst the men, might not he easi- 
ly adduced. 

Respecting what shall be done with the unemployed, 
there will, no doubt, be a diversity of opinions;—but if 
the subject be treated in a temperate manner, truth will 
be elicited, and the wisest plans discovered. 

I am glad, that the Plan of Emigration is occupying 
the minds of the Operative Potters;—which, if wisely 
arranged, and steadily pursued, I have no doubt will 
meet great success. : 

If, Sir, the population of the Staffordshire Potteries 
be increasing at the rate of one thousand per year; and 
no new Manufactories, erecting to employ the annual in- 
crease, it is evident, that the surplus Population must 
be removed, or the annual increase, thrown upon the 
Labour market, will depreciate the value of Labour, 
untill wages will he reduced as low with us, as in the 
agricultural districts. 

I fear I shall be trespassing on the limits of your little 

riodical ;but allow me to say, that whenever the 

migration scheme is properly arranged, I shall very 
cheerfully subscribe my quota. 

I remain, Mr. Editor, 

o¥E WHO SERVED HIS TIME AT THE BENCH. 
Hanley Feb. 28th, 1844. 
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To the Editor of the “Potter’s Examiner.” 


S1r,—Knowing your desire to forward the interest of the 
working class, I wish to address a few lines, through the 
medium of your valuable periodical, to that portion of 
slaves called Transferers. In the potting department, it 
may not be generally known that Transferers have a 
Union, which, in my opinion, is calculated to work out 
their emancipation, if properly conducted and persevered 
in. Sir, I know there are those amongst us, who, from 
EXPERIENCE, know the value of Union, and that our 
strength has been greatly enhanced by co-operating with 
the Printers. We are aware, likewise, that division, in 
so numerous a body as the Transferers, is inimical to the 
welfare of our trade, and unkind in the very extreme, 
when we consider the near relationship in which we are 
placed, both as a branch, and as wives, daughters, and 
sisters. 


We wish, through the medium of your “little light,” 
to press upon the minds of all the Transferers the great 
necessity of uniting, and coming forward to support our 
trade. When we see the various nefarious and tyranni- 
cal means unprincipled masters resort to, in order to rob 
us of our little hard-earned wages, we feel it our duty 
to address a few lines to the whole body of Transfereis 
on this all-important subject, hoping that they likewise 
will feel it their duty to contribute towards so praisewor- 
thy an undertaking. To them we would say, ‘* You are 
not called upon to support that which is unjust, but, on 
the contrary, a cause which demands your sympathy and 
support, not only because it is necessary, but because 
the very position in which we are placed, loudly calls for 
and demands it.” Sir, you are aware that the Trans- 
ferers have no occasion to be afraid of any party, if they 
will act in this way, and be united for the common good. 
Our rights, by united efforts, must and shall be restored; 
that is, “ A fairday’s wages for a fair day’s work.” This, 
Sir, I conceive is our right, and which no one will deny. 
But, O Sir, seuyrsmwesgs is abroad ; do not indulge in 
it, friends and sisters, but unite for the common good. 
The subscriptions, you know, are but small,—and how 
many are they that spend as much in gaudy toys and 
other pompous nonsense, which do not gratify, nor yet 
satisfy, but have a tendency to mortify and to yex those 
that have been charmed by them. I wish you to act the 
part of women! and to be determined upon the point ; 
and then, you know, if once determined upon an ob- 
ject, what a charm can woman spread around her! Her 
eloquence is not trifling, and her virtuous example, if 
properly directed in domestic circles, would do much 
to the pulling down of the strongholds of public tyranny. 

I would ask you, sisters and friends, does it not behove 
you, one and all, to be up and be doing, and to be united 
in the great and good cause, for your moral and social 
improvement ? Women, do you feel for your sisters, 
who, after they have worked six days, and hard, tov, and 
after paying for the nursing of their children, have not 
had, at times, more than sixpence left tu live upon ? Do 
you sympathise for them, under such oppression? If 











you do, then show it, and consider they are mothers and 
sisters: their case is your case, and it is a hard one. 

Now, I say, with feelings of respect to you all, render 
that assistance which it is in your power to give, and then 
you will have the satisfaction to know that you have 
done your duty, and that your conscience is void of 
offence; and the smiles of the Divine favour shall be 
upon you! 

I remain, Sir, 
A MOTHER AND SISTER, 


In Union, from the commencement. 





To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 

Srr,—I had partially purposed, in my own mind, not to 
enter into anything like controversy, either with Mentor 
or any other person, on the subject of Exclusive Dealing, 


any farther than what I have done, in giving my views ° 


on the matter, and so leave the subject of Exclusive 
Dealing, and my objections to the same, with the mem- 
bers of the Potters’ Union, and the working classes ge- 
nerally, to choose, or refuse, as seemed best to them- 
selves. So far I consider I have done my duty. If, 
after all, men will return evil for evil, and revenge them- 
selves on those they call their enemies, and so do that 
which they would condemn others for doing, I cannot 
help it. If we are to do wrong because others do so, 
there will be no end to the practice. Injustice and cruelty 
will continue to afflict mankind through every succeeding 
generation. I did not expect to satisfy every one by 
raising my objections to the exclusive system, and you, 
Sir, have a right to enjoy, or to express, your dissatis- 
faction to my objections, so that you do it in a proper 
way. I shall not now stop to quarrel with you about 
Editorial partiality, but simply offer a short reply to your 
remarks in the foot-note to my letter. 

Sir, in the first place, I think you have taken an ad- 
vantage of a single sentence, to which you have affixed 
a note of reference, where there is nothing more than 9 
bare inference drawn, by way of following out the prin- 
ciple laid down by Mentor. The sentence is this, “‘ So 
that, if it be right and proper for one man, or one society, 
to do so, it will be equally right in all others doing so.” 
Now, Sir, you either consider me as justifying the prac- 
tice of doing things, because others are in the habit of 
doing them, or elee I misunderstand the strain of your 
remarks, which appear to be linked to that sentence. My 
answer is, that I do not think it right to do wrong, be- 
cause others do so; neither is such an idea conveyed in 
the article. Those words are given to show Mentor, and 
all other exclusive advocates, that ou their own ground, 
manufacturers are justified in proscribing men, (for it is 
only expressing Exclusive Dealing in another way,) be- 
cause are not, in some way or other, to their own 
likeing. And, Sir, I would here remind you, that you, by 
justitying the practice of Exclusive Dealing, are virtually 
justifying the hand that oppressed you near two years 
since; and through which, I have uo doubt, you have 
suffered much. I verily believe, Sir, that you neither do, 
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nor ever have, entertained the notion, that you were 
deal’d justly with, when Mr. , turned you off from 





his employ, (as was supposed ) for being conneeted with’ 


the chartist parties, not very much respected on ac- 
count of the notions they entertained, and the move- 
ments they were making. Yet, Sir, this, bad as it may 
be, is quite in accordance with the pringiple laid down 
by numbers, however much you may feel disposed to 
construe it into asomething like justifiable “ gratitude, 
tor benefits received.” 

I have read the article, on Exclusive Dealing again in 
compliance with your request, but it has not produced 
the change in my views which you hoped it would do. 
] still think, that it savours too much of a vindictive, 
and a reveagful spirit, instead of that flow of gratitude 
one might naturally expect to find, from the commenda- 
tory remarks you make in ils favour; and I still think it 
not safe to recommend men to adopt such a principle, 
There is too much bad feeling, and party animosity in 
full operation now, without us seeking to increase it ;— 
A Monster, which has an earthly existence, too self- 
evident, in the daily, vicious, and cruel practiees of men. 
It is not confined to the honest mind of Friend Wedg- 
wood. I could almost wish it was so. However, Mr. 
Editor, if you really think that my miud is its only 
dwelling, then meet with it where ever you may, drive 
the Monster home, and then we will either muzzle it, or 
else we'll strangle it, so that it devour none, for think- 
ing, or acting differently than ourselves. It shall not 
prevent even Mentor from laying out one farthing, with 
the man who is opposed to the class to which he and I 
belong. 

Again, Sir, you must bear in mind, that Mentor 
deemed it requisite for every member in the Union, to 
become thoroughly acquainted with the names of all 
those Tradesmen, who are either for, or against us ; so that 
we may shun the one, and render all the assistance in 
our power, to forward the interest of the other. He 
thinks this might very easily be done, by posting up in 
each Lodge, the names of those only, who are favour 
to us. Now Mr. Editor, you cannot say that there js 
nothing more in this, than pure unmixed gratitude. 
You must see, that there is a feature of revenge, designed 
to be inflicted by the act of shunning those we know are 
opposed to us; for 1 understand the word shun, as there 
used, to mean a withdrawing of our support, rendered 
in the way of trading with them, and! so leaye them 
either to starve, or else thereby, be made to give up 
their apparent opposition to us; or to give up all claim 
to the right of private judgment. You may think that the 
course proposed by Mentor, is quite right and proper. 
Well, you have a right to entertain such an opinion 
But, then, do you think it would be right and proper, 
in the Manufacturers, singling out a number of the 
leading men in the Union, and having their names 
posted up in each of their counting-houses, so that they 
may shun them, by refusing them employment, for being, 
as they might imagine, opposed to the interest of their 





class? Yet this kind of exclusive dealing, they m‘ght 
adopt, and at the same time, contend that it was not 
“ persecution,” but simply “ a display of gratitude,” to 
those who would do as they would have them to dé, and 
who instead of thinking, speaking, and acting in oppo- 
sition to their interest, allowed them to just do with 
them, as they thought fit. Ab, but this is on the other. 
side of the hedge. You perhaps don’t mean, that the 
principle laid down in the article on Exclusive Dealing, 
should thus act and re-act, 

Again, you refer us to the nobility, and politicians, 
who all have their particular establishments, at which 
they trade. True, Sir; but they do not trade at these 
establishments out of spite to all others, but because 
they are in character with their own rank. Besides we 
perhaps have all our particular establishments, at which 
we make it a regular practice to buy our Grocery, and 
Drapery Goods, &c; so that this argument amounts to 
nothing in favour of Exclusive Dealing. And as to 
what you say, about the first Christians, I consider to be 
completely opposed to that pure, disinterested, brotherly 
love, which prompted them to sell their possessions, aud 
to make one common stock of the same, that none of 
them should lack. They neither refused to buy of, nor 
to sell to, those who were not christians. ‘Their posi- 
tion in society, was a very precarious one; in jeopardy 
every hour. Neither their goods, lives, nor liberties 
were safe. Andso far from acting on the exclusive 
principle laid down by Meutor, were the first Christians, 
that they were ready to do good, even to those who 
were secking to destroy them. I shall now leave the 
matter, to stand or fall, at the bar of public opinion; 
feeling satisfied that I have done my duty, in opposing the 
principle of Exclusive Dealing, on account of its ten- 
dency to do more mischief than good; together with a 
setting aside of those arguments by which you have 
attempted to justify the exclusive principle, has being 
carval instead of Christian, and as such should not be 
recommended for the adoption of any society wishing to 
liberate mankind, fom the trammels of tyranny, and the 
severe practices of oppressive men, 

I conclude, by urging upon yourself, and all other 
advocates of the peoples’ rights, henceforth, to avoid, as 
much as possible, recommending any plans or practices, 
that wonld prove to be equally wrong on the one side, 
as on the other; but rather to make use of that moral 
force, inherent jn Truth and Righteousness; which if 
only brought to bear on what is wrong in society. in a 
proper manner, will prove far more successful in 
abolishing the evils, than what we shall ever be able to 
do, by coersive or compulsory measures. Let it be our 
aim, to lead men to seek the improvement of their con- 
dition, by laying down some plans, on which to act, that 
will naturally, yet calmly, conduct to the object at which 
they aim. 

I am, yours, very Respectfully, 
Aaron WeEpdeGwoon. 

Burslem, March \8th, 1844. 
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P. S. In next week’s Examiner I purpose adressing 


the manufacturers and tradesmen, generally, in this 
locality. 


EXCLUSIVE DEALING. 
To the Editor of the “ Potter’s Examiner.” 

Sir,—Amongst the many streams from the press, there 
are none, with which I have fallen in, that ped oe me 
so much pleasure, in the reading, as “ useful trade’s 
periodical ; but, Sir, in reading your last number, I felt 
very much surprise at the sentiments expressed by Mr. 
Aaron Wedgwood, in his reply to Mentor's letter on 
Exclusive Dealing. This important subject has been a 
matter of reflection with me, for the last twenty years ; 
and I may say, with truth, that the more study I give 
to it, the more thoroughly I become convinced of «ts para- 
mount importance, as a principle of action amongst any body 
of working men. I have suggested the same plan in the 
union to which I belong, but more especially to that of my 
own branch of business, and, 1 am happy to say, I now 
see it acted upon. I have witnessed _its effects, and have 
been convinced of its propriety ;—of its being the only moral 
means which the working man has left to contend with his 
opponents. 


The trade, to which I belong, on combining together, 


——— 





found many things existing amongst us, that must either 


be removed, or they would eventually destroy the means by 
which we pin ye bread. For the removal of those 
evils, every step was taken to form ourselves into a firm and 
energetic trade's society. majority soon flocked to the 
union standard ; but there were some who would not, rea- 
son how we may, join our society. What was to be done ?- 
our principles we believed to be good,---and have thein 
we must, for their sakes as well as for our own. But 
how was this to be accomplished ?---the answer was, 


“by Exclusive Dealing.” For instance, the tradesmen | 
with whom we did business were informed, that such | 


and such an individual was opposed to our interest, and 
should they do business with him we could not as a 
body, do business with them; they must, therefore, 
choose whose cus*sm they valued most, the society, 
numbering 104, or the three solitary opponents, who 
would not join the union. The tradesmen soon decided 
in favour of the society, and the three opponents, being 
thus shut out of the market, soon joined the union, and 
are now doing well. Thus we find our cause prospering, 











enjoying good health and spirits, which blessing it is my 
sincere hope, that you too are in like possession, I am 
happy to learn that you have arrived in this glorious 
land of liberty, for such it may be called without ap- 


propriating more praise to it than it deserves. Nature 
has moulded this part of the globe for the garden of 
the earth. Look at the diversity of temperature and 
climate, of fruit and flowers, of hills and valleys, of 
rivers and lakes, and then tell me whether it may not, 
in truth, be called “the garden of the world.” It yields 
more of a variety of fruit than any other quarter of 
the globe. Think of the mighty lakes and majestic 
rivers that adorn the hills and valleys of this extensive 
These lakes and rivers superabound with every 

kind and quality of fish ;—fresh-water fish! The hills 
and valleys are ding with game of every possible 
variety and kind, and yet, I am informed, notwith- 
standing all these advantages for the formation of a 
happy home, it is your- intention to return to England. 
Consider Dear Cousin, that these blessings belong to the 
as well as to the rich; to the low as well as to 

the high; to the bond as well as to the Sree; and now 
let me ask you, has this noble land no charms for you? 
—will you return to England, and suffer yourself to be 
bound again by the galling chains of British tyranny ? 
—will you leave this land of liberty ;--give all these 
cheering privileges up, and return to a land where you 
will have to drag out a miserable existence ;—where 
every succeeding year will add a fresh link to the 
chains that will bind you? Only think, dear cousin, 
that if you become married, arid should hare a family 
of children, yu will have to toil hard and long, day 
after day, and year after year, to secure the commonest 
necessaries of life, and those in the smallest quantities. 
You will have the ever-present prospect of the gloomy 
house haunting your imagination like some fearful 
dream !—-no hope for sickness or old age, but parish 
JSare, doled out in starvation quantities. Your children, 


| too, will have to labour as soon as they are able to 


| tn their youthful forms. 


run. Their fragile frames will be stunted by early toil, 
and the seeds of premature old age will be plentiously sown 
Their minds will be left in 


| tgnorance, and the best and purest feelings of their nature 
| stifled, or destroyed ; for it will be impossible for you, 


and solely through the adoption of the principle of | 


Exclusive dealing. Let me hope then that where so 
much good can be accomplished, by the adoption of this 
great moral principle, Karon J 
call that persecution ar is in itself, nothing more 
th t of self-defence 

YE A UNIONIST. 





EMIGRATION.—Lerrer, No. VIII. 
Middlebury, Summit County, Ohio, Oct. 27th, 1843. 
Dear Cousin, —It is with great pleasure I take up 
my pen, at the present time, to inform you that I am 


r. Aaron Wedgwood will not | 


| 


tn the present state of Great Britain, to give them any- 
thing like a rational and sound education; and in this 
way your life will be dragged on. Now, if you were 
to remain in America, procure yourself a farm, which 
you may if you choose, and were then to enter into the 
marriage state, children would be a blessing to you. 
You would be enabled to gite them a good, moral 
education, and peace plenty and content would be your 
lot. When age overtook you, you would have a 
house to rest in:---no children crying for bread; no 
Sear of want; no parish poorhouse in a dismal future, 
but peace and contentment reigning around. * * * * © 

And now, dear cousin, let me beg of you to leave the 
intoxicating bowl alone. It has destroyed its countless 
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thousands ;—it has laid the learned and the unlearned, 
the high and the low, in edrly graves. It has left 
many a kind wife to the pity of a heartless world. It 
has left many a promising son dnd daughter to poverty 
and want. Y 
with victims of intemperance. Beware of this vité, for 
terrible are its consequences. Say with me 
“T now and for evetmore give up 
‘‘ All claitns I have to the poisonous up ;” 
And, at the same time, make up yotir mind to remain 
in America, and health and happiness will be gours / 
I am, dear cousin, your friend and well-wisher, 
WM. BRUNT. 
PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM. 
BURSLEM. 

On Monday-evening March 11, dinner wa; provided at 
the Bull’s Head Inn, Burslem, for the Hope Lodge ofthe 
Friendly Society of Fiat Pressers. Tne meeting was 
crowded to an extreme, and after the dinner the very 
best feeling prevailed, with the exception of a slight 
feeling of disgust which was caused by the enttance of 
two of the Burs'em Police, whose consummate impu- 
dence induced them to break through the decencies of 
common society, and to intrude upon the pastimes of a 
private party. They were made fully aware of their 
hamilliating position, and soon left the toom with an 
apology, for their indecent behaviour, and, we believe, 
at the same time, highly ashamed of themselves. With 
the exception of this little episode in the hatmony of 
the evening, all was hilarity and innocent enjoyment, 
songs, glees, recitations, and adresses made up the en- 
tertainment of the evening, and all went off with the 
hest order and feeling. Indeed the singing, as was the 
case at the Hollow-ware Pressers Anniversary, was of 
a very superior chafacter, and reflects much credit on 
the talents of the who so kindly entertained 
the meeting on the oecasion. May they live long, and 
continue to use their abilities in the same honest cause ! 

The United Branches of Handlers met on the same 
evening, at the White Hart, Burslem, where they were 
entained with an excellent dinner. About forty par 
took of the repast, and, be it said to their honour, invi- 
tations were sent to the unemployed members of the 
branch to partake of the sffne, which were accepted, 
and the evening past off in a highly social and peaceable 


manner ! 


FREE TRADE, NO MONOPOLY: 
Finest American Cheese. 5d. & 6d. per pound; Finest 
American Butter 6d. per pound ; prime Welsh Butter 9d. 
per pound; Bacon and Hams, 6d. & 7d. per pound. 
SHROPSHIRE FLOUR, 
and every article in the Grocery and General Provision 
trade, for the lowest possible profit, at, 
ASON’S 
ocery and Provision Warehouse, 
BOTTOM OF PICCADILLY, SHEL FON, 
Near the King’s Head Inn. 











Look at our Penetentiaries, they are filled 


j 





NOTICE TO EMIGRANTS. 


FITZHUGH, WALKER, AND Co., 12, GOREE] PIAZZAS, 
LIVERPOOL, 
Despatch Fine First-class American Ships, 


Of large Tonnage, for the following Ports, viz :— 

NEW Yo BOSTON, 
PHILADELPHIAA, and 

BALTIMORE, NEW ORLEANS, 
And which are interided to sail punctially on their appointed days, 
They are fitted up expressly for the comfort and convenience of 
Cabin, Second Cabin, and Steerage Passerigers. Persons about to 
emigrate, may save themselves the expense and delay of waiting in 
Liverpool, by writing a letter addressed as above, which will be im- 
mediately answered, the lowest Price of Passage told them, and 
they will be enabled to go direct on board the Ship, immediately 
on their arrival in Liverpool, thus saving the Expense of Lodging, 
&e. And should F. W. and Co., detain any Ship after the appointed 
Time, Passengers will be paid for detention. 

Passengers will be found by the Ships with the full quantity of 
Biscuit, Flour, Oatmeal, Rice, and Potatoes, according to Act of 
Parliament, without extra charge, 

Gs Every information will be given by applying as above, or to 
Mr. Taomas Cowarp, King Street, Burslem. 
For New York, the “NEPTUNE,” to Sail 26th, March 
Ditro NEW SHIP, to Sail Ist April. 








THOUGHTS ON GOING TO AMERICA. 
Elated with hope, I contemplate a land, 
hich oppression has never subdued ;— 
A People, who will not sabmit to the hand 
Of a Raler despotic and rude. 


On whose mighity continent, liberty long 
Her Ensign has widely unfurl’d ; 

Where Right has excluded injustice and wrong, 
To the wonder and gaze of the world! 


There, there I still hope, with the blessing of God ! 
To find an assylum of Peace ;_ 

A happy retreat from grim tyranay’s rod, 
And from bondage a lasting release. 


But I know that regret will loud throb in my breast, 
On leaving the land of my birth; 

For sincerely I love her, most warmly and best 
Of any the nations of éarth. : 


Yet, why should I stay when my country no more 
Can yield me employment or bread 7? 

For this, f am seekiny a far distant shore; 
For all other prospects are fied. 


And oft I shall sigh, when I think of her fate,— 
When her Buiwarks no longer I view 
When I think of the knaves at the Helm of the state 
Who famish and butcher the Crew. 
Hanley. JAMES REDFERN. 
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